
The Journal of the European Association for Studies of Australia, Vol.8 No.2, 2017 

 

 

57 

 

 

New Zealand: A Stepping Stone for Anglo-Indians Destined for Australia? 

 

Robyn Andrews 
 

 

Abstract: Since 1947, once India regained its independence from Britain, vast numbers of 

Anglo-Indians have left India. Many have migrated to the United Kingdom, but others have 

favoured destinations such as Canada, Australia, and to some extent New Zealand. The latter 

has sometimes been regarded as a stepping stone to Australia, particularly at times when it 

was difficult to immigrate directly. In my recent research on Anglo-Indians in New Zealand, I 

have come across this idea in various contexts. Drawing on material from interviews with 

Anglo-Indians both in New Zealand and India, I will discuss experiences and interpretations 

of the movement of Anglo-Indians from India to New Zealand, including situations where 

Australia featured as an alternative potential destination. I will also explore immigration 

policies of both countries historically, which will eventually lead me to draw an unexpected 

conclusion about the ease of entering New Zealand in comparison to Australia. 
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Some of the Anglo-Indian families that couldn’t get to Australia looked at New 

Zealand. Selfishly, because after two years, at that point of time, if you lived in 

New Zealand, after two years, or maybe three years, I’m not sure, you could 

go into Australia. So a lot of families did that.  

But again, after two years when I contacted [one Anglo-Indian who had gone 

to New Zealand] I asked him ‘So when are you going to Australia?’ And he 

said, ‘No way, I’m so happy in New Zealand.’ So, as I said, the proof is in the 

pudding about going there. (From an interviewee in Kolkata, 2016) 

 
 

Introduction 

When carrying out my first period of field work in Calcutta in late 2001, I was surprised by 

the number of Anglo-Indians I met who knew New Zealand’s immigration policy in detail. 

At that time the policy was based on a points system, which made it relatively easy for 

Anglo-Indians to migrate, as long as they fell into the specified age range and held a three-

year bachelor’s degree.
1
 The English language competency requirement was not a problem 

for these Kolkata-resident Anglo-Indians whose first language was English. I was told of 

Anglo-Indians already in New Zealand and it seemed that it was becoming a destination of 

choice for a number of Anglo-Indians looking at their options. I also learned that New 

Zealand had hosted a World Reunion of Anglo-Indians in 2001,
2
 the year I began my work in 

the area of Anglo-Indian studies. This was an indicator that there were a number of Anglo-

Indians in the country and an organisation capable of hosting such an event. For all this early 

                                                           
1
 At this stage a “pass degree” was also offered which comprised two years’ tertiary education, but 

this was insufficient to qualify for entry into New Zealand as a resident. 
2
 World Anglo-Indian Reunions have been held every three since 1989. 
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introduction to the Anglo-Indians of New Zealand, it was not until 2015 that I began to carry 

out research ‘at home.’ At that time, I aimed to learn more about their migration and settling 

experiences as part of a project which sought to find out more about Anglo-Indians in New 

Zealand. I hoped then to have these experiences added to the history of the country’s 

migrants, both historically and contemporarily.
3
 

 

Something I heard time and again when starting my research in India and then in New 

Zealand was that the latter was regarded as a stepping stone for migrating Anglo-Indians to 

gain permanent residence in Australia. Indian Independence in 1947 was a trigger for Anglo-

Indians to migrate in large numbers to English-speaking Commonwealth countries, with the 

United Kingdom, Canada, and Australia considered by many as the primary migration 

options. Australia became a very popular destination once their “Whites only” immigration 

policy was dismantled entirely in 1973. It is now home to a large Anglo-Indian population, 

particularly in Perth, Melbourne, and Sydney, with the support of a good infrastructure of 

organisations and regular meetings and dances. Each of these cities has hosted a three yearly 

World Reunion of Anglo-Indians over the last two decades: Perth in 1995 and 2010, 

Melbourne in 2004, and Sydney in 2016.  

 

Over a decade ago, I wrote an article about Anglo-Indian migration focusing on the India-to-

Australia movement (“Quiting India: The Anglo-Indian Culture of Migration”). My attention 

there was on Anglo-Indians’ “culture of migration,” an attribute initially discussed by Lionel 

Caplan (“‘Life Is Only Abroad, Not Here’: The Culture of Emigration among Anglo-Indians 

in Madras”). In the article, I noted that this culture of migration is shared by other social 

groups as well, such as young Mexican migrants to the US (Kandel and Massey 981-982) and 

Muslim men from Hyderabad who migrate to the Gulf States (Ali 37-38). The key purpose of 

that article was to explore Anglo-Indian motivations for leaving India rather than their choice 

of destination; therefore, the reason for the destination choice of Australia was not 

interrogated. 

 

In this article, I will draw primarily on material from interviews with New Zealand resident 

Anglo-Indians to look at the reasons for their migration to this country in particular. I explore 

the idea of New Zealand as a stepping stone to Australia and Australian citizenship and, 

based on the interview material, argue that, while this idea may hold true for some Anglo-

Indians, for many other Anglo-Indians, New Zealand is where they preferred to go and 

remain. I also explore and question the idea that the immigration policies of the two countries 

were different enough to enable New Zealand to be used as a means to gain residence in 

Australia. Before exploring these ideas, I will introduce the community I focus upon. 

 

Who Are Anglo-Indians? 

The Indian Constitution defines Anglo-Indians as follows:  

 

An Anglo-Indian means a person whose father or any of whose other male 

progenitors in the male line is or was of European descent but who is domiciled 

within the territory of India and is or was born within such territory of parents 

habitually resident therein and not established there for temporary purposes 

only. (Section 366 (2)) 

                                                           
3
 The presence of Anglo-Indians in New Zealand is barely recorded, for example, Leckie’s book, 

Indian Settler’s omits Anglo-Indians (with the exception of one “Black Peter”). In comparison, Jupp’s 

The Australian People has a four-page entry for Anglo-Indians in Australia.  
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Both socially and culturally, Anglo-Indians are in general considered more Western than 

other Indians: they are Christians and predominantly native English speakers, they have 

Western names, they enjoy a Western version of Indian food, and they have, in the past at 

least, dressed in Western ways (for example, women wore dresses as opposed to saris and 

salwar kameez while and men wore shirts and trousers, rather than traditional Indian attire). 

During the British Raj, the majority were employed by the British in government jobs; they 

worked for the post or telegraph company, the police or armed forces, or the railways. 

Another characteristic of Anglo-Indians is that those in India have, as indicated above, a 

culture of migration. This idea is based in large part on the fact that, since India gained its 

independence from Britain in 1947, more than half of the Anglo-Indian population has left 

India for English-speaking Commonwealth countries: England, Canada, Australia and New 

Zealand (Andrews “Being Anglo-Indian;” Blunt Domicile and Diaspora; and Caplan “‘Life 

Is Only Abroad’”). Originally their first destination choice was England, which many are 

reported to have regarded as “home” (Blunt, “‘Land of Our Mothers’” 49-50). This was an 

easily achievable option for those who had documentation proving that a close family 

member was from the United Kingdom. Then, for various reasons including an inhospitable 

climate, both socially (Almeida 76-78) and physically, they looked to other destinations: 

Canada has been a consistently popular destination since then, yet lately Australia has 

become even more popular.  

 

The number of Anglo-Indians in New Zealand is not large, with only 327 claiming an Anglo-

Indian ethnicity in the last census.
4 Of the Anglo-Indians I spoke to, however, most did not 

realise that they could nominate themselves as Anglo-Indian. I am hopeful that the 2018 

census yields a more accurate number. 

 

In the next section, I will look briefly at literature dealing with destination choice before 

discussing regulations concerning immigration in Australia and New Zealand. My aim is to 

ascertain whether there were or are, in fact, appreciable differences in the ability to reside in 

one place rather than the other. 

 

Destination Choice Literature 

Literature discussing the choices made by potential migrants, as to the countries they wish to 

migrate to, proposes multiple reasons for selecting a particular destination. One suggestion is 

that, “differences in income and infrastructure—suitably corrected for price differentials—

play a dominant role in the choice of a place to live” (Fafchamps and Shilpi 389). Drawing on 

rational choice theory, Sonja Haug claims in her article “Migration Networks and Migration 

Decision-Making” that migrants choose to go to a country that is culturally similar, and that 

they draw on existing social networks (587-589). It is the latter, as explained further below, 

which seems the most relevant to the Anglo-Indian situation. Added to this, there may be the 

influence of the media in determining an adopted country.  

 

                                                           
4
 The 2006 and 2013 census reports provide information about Anglo-Indians because their 

population (as an identified “other” ethic group) was sufficient to be reported in detail. For example, 

in 2013 the number of New Zealand residents who identified as Anglo-Indian was 327; the most 

common area they lived in was the Auckland region (at 52.3%); the medium age was 49.6 years; 28% 

were born in New Zealand and 71% were born overseas; with 95.1% having a formal qualification 

(New Zealand Statistics). 
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The literature on migration choice is invariably focussed on larger social groups than Anglo-

Indians. Haug’s above-cited essay, for instance, focusses on European migrants. She 

proposes a relationship “between sociological and economic aspects of migration” and 

discusses “the influence of social capital on migration decision-making and chain migration 

processes” (585). Her essay discusses the role of social networks in terms of location-specific 

social capital. Monica Boyd supports in her article “Family and Personal Networks” a macro- 

and micro-determinant model of “migration system perspective,” where networks of “family, 

friendship and community” are seen to underlie and support recent migration “to industrial 

nations” (638). She further argues that: 

 

Social relations both transmit and shape the effect of structures on individuals, 

families and households. Additionally, social ties transmit information about 

places of destination (including places of return migration) and sources of 

settlement assistance. Thus, studying networks, particularly those linked to 

family and households, permits understanding migration as a social product—

not as the sole result of individual decisions, not as the sole result of economic 

or social parameters, but rather as an outcome of all these factors in interaction. 

(642)  

 

As the empirical interview material demonstrates, most migrants knew at least one significant 

person in the country they set their sights on, and they were likely to migrate as nuclear 

families.  

 

Anglo-Indian Choices Influenced by Media? 

Within Anglo-Indians’ culture of migration, the almost taken-for-granted destination choice 

has first and foremost been the United Kingdom, especially in the early days after 

Independence, but later also Australia.
5 

During my years of ethnographic research with the 

community, I have noticed the proliferation of films and books which feature Anglo-Indians 

living in Australia or the United Kingdom. In New Zealand, there is nothing like this level of 

coverage of Anglo-Indians, although the country is quite well-known to Indians not only 

through International Cricket but also as a location for a number of Bollywood films.  

 

Positive media coverage of one country over another is likely to influence migration choices. 

For Anglo-Indians there is exposure to the idea of living in Australia through a raft of 

different avenues: through friends and relatives (that is, through their social networks), but 

also through the intermediary of films and books that are specifically about Anglo-Indians in 

Australia. A survey of popular books featuring Anglo-Indians in Australia includes fictional 

accounts (such as Vegemite Vindaloo by David McMahon and The Secret Vindaloo by Keith 

Butler) as well as biographies (for example those of Stan Blackford, Ester Lyons, and Gloria 

Jean Moore). The film 36 Chowringhee Lane sees Mrs Stoneham’s family send her a card 

and photos from Australia. Bow Barracks Forever has the Dawson family moving out of the 

barracks to Sydney via Mumbai. Even the documentary A Calcutta Christmas which was 

filmed in an Anglo-Indian rest home, includes references to the residents’ relatives living in 

Australia and was produced by Australian resident Anglo-Indians. To my knowledge, there 

are no novels or films featuring Anglo-Indians living in New Zealand. The only non-fiction 

book for a general readership featuring Anglo-Indians in New Zealand is Dorothy 

McMenamin’s Raj Days to Down Under. 

 

                                                           
5
 There is even an area in Kolkata, Picnic Gardens, that I have heard referred to as “little Australia.” 
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The abundance of media-focussed material on Anglo-Indians in Australia may well, I 

suggest, contribute to Anglo-Indians’ decision-making about going to Australia. However, 

immigration policies unquestionably also play a significant part in determining where an 

Anglo-Indian can relocate. 

 

 

 

Immigration Policies 

Patrick Ongley and David Pearson’s 1995 article comparing the immigration policies of 

Australia, Canada, and New Zealand over the period 1945 to 1995 provides a valuable 

overview of the period when Anglo-Indians were flooding out of India and looking to 

countries such as these to settle in. Their comparison between the policies of the three 

countries makes it clear that each followed a similar pattern in their immigration policies, 

with Canada first introducing policy changes that were then followed by Australia and 

eventually by New Zealand. To take an example: Canada began demolishing their “Whites 

only”
6 policy in the early 1960s (and completed the process by 1967), Australia discarded its 

“White Australia” policy by 1973, and New Zealand (which, however, had never adopted 

quite such a stringent ‘White New Zealand’ policy) completely replaced its racially 

discriminatory policy by 1974 (Ongley and Pearson 771-774). Quoting Kerry Burke (1986), 

Ongley and Pearson further argue that the next “major policy review in 1986 formally 

abolished national origin as a factor in selection and included among the objectives of 

immigration policy the aim ‘to enrich the multicultural social fabric of New Zealand 

society’” (775). In 1991, a points system was brought into policy in New Zealand in line 

with—but again some years later than—Canada and Australia, who set up points selection 

policies in 1969 and 1979 respectively (Ongley and Pearson 771-772). 

 

From 1974 onwards, the only people who had unrestricted entry to Australia were “New 

Zealand citizens who enjoyed reciprocal rights under the 1973 Trans-Tasman Travel 

Agreement” (Ongley and Pearson 772). This included Anglo-Indians who had become New 

Zealand citizens. 

 

The article concludes that New Zealand and Australia had similar policies, with New Zealand 

opening up, or closing off, after Australia in every change of policy. Immigration policies 

have continued to change ever since. In the 2000s, for example, the skilled migrant category 

was introduced into the points selection criteria, with family reunification policies in effect 

for immediate family in Australia. In New Zealand, since mid 2017, the parental category has 

become more restrictive than it was before. 

 

Ministerial Discretion  

New Zealand’s amendment to the immigration act in 1920 gave “ministerial discretion” 

(Ongley and Pearson 773) to decisions over potential migrants. It appears that even before 

this time, it was possible to apply successfully for entry. In my research for the project 

looking at Anglo-Indians in New Zealand, I viewed an archived letter dated 1912 and 

addressed to the Minister of Immigration from a man requesting the entry of his wife who 

was “Anglo-Indian born in Bangalore, India.” The writer, born in England but living in 

Ceylon
7
 at the time of writing, added that he was aware that there were “certain immigration 

                                                           
6
 This was how these racially discriminatory policies were referred to, but they were never named as 

such in policy. 
7 
Ceylon was part of the British Raj between 1802 and 1948. 
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restrictions in force in New Zealand against all persons of mixed blood.”
8
 He then made a 

case for his wife and for their three children based on her social status: his wife was the 

daughter of the public prosecutor in Bangalore and she had completed her education at Royal 

Holloway College, England. She had three brothers who all had professional careers (as a 

doctor, a lawyer, and a civil engineer). That they were eventually granted permission to land 

in New Zealand is evident through finding (via a Google search) that a son and a daughter are 

listed in “New Zealand University Graduates, 1870 to 1961” (Auckland).  

 

According to Gloria Jean Moore’s contribution to The Australian People, “New Zealand 

accepted Anglo-Indians before Australia did” (“Anglo-Indians” 436). The explanation she 

provides is that students from Dr Graham’s Homes in Kalimpong began arriving from the 

1920s onwards. In fact, as will be discussed later, they came from 1908 onwards and needed 

special permission; thus it was not particularly easy to immigrate to New Zealand at that time 

(McCabe, Race, Tea and Colonial Resettlement 9).  

 

Methodology 

Between mid 2015 and mid 2016,
9
 I carried out research in New Zealand, launching the 

project by setting up and promoting a Facebook page with research details and an invitation 

to New Zealand resident Anglo-Indians to be involved. In the end, I interviewed over fifty 

Anglo-Indians from Whangarei to Dunedin and collected more than seventy survey forms 

from those who were interested in being involved but preferred to write their responses to my 

questions. In addition, I consulted archives and followed up leads of early arrivals to New 

Zealand. I also spent time with Anglo-Indians and organised community get-togethers such 

as dinners. In 2016, I travelled to Kolkata, one of many of the towns and cities in India that 

Anglo-Indians had come from, and interviewed Anglo-Indians there. I was interested in what 

the India resident Anglo-Indians knew of New Zealand, what countries they would consider 

migrating to, and what they knew of the choices of others. My introductions to these 

interviewees were primarily through a travel consultant who had assisted with Anglo-Indian 

migration, including to New Zealand. I also interviewed Anglo-Indians I had come to know 

through previous research in Kolkata. For the purposes of this essay, I will focus on those 

who, in the course of their interviews, made comparisons between New Zealand and 

Australia.  

 

Why New Zealand?  

I interviewed people who had arrived in New Zealand in different decades, mostly since 

Indian Independence. I have organised the interview excerpts chronologically according to 

the dates of arrival. Most of the earlier arrivals did not make any reference to the choice 

between Australia and New Zealand. This was not a question I included in the survey, nor 

was it one I asked for elaboration about, unless it emerged in the interviews. The following 

excerpts answer the question “why New Zealand?,” rather than if Australia had been a 

consideration in their choice. Later quotes do directly address the Australia versus New 

Zealand question, as interviewees raised the issue unprompted.  

 

                                                           
8
 J. S. Coyne. “Letter to New Zealand’s Immigration Minister.” Letter. Wellington, Archives New 

Zealand, 3 August 1912. 
9 The year of concentrated fieldwork was possible thanks to a grant from the Asia New Zealand 

Foundation. Because New Zealand is my country of residence, the research is able to continue, 

although at a slower rate. The ethics clearance from my institution granted three years for this 

research.  
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Immediately after Independence 

The first interview excerpt is from a man recalling his family arriving in New Zealand less 

than two years after Independence:  

 

So we came here in ’49, and my Father told us that he came to New Zealand 

because his best friend, teaching at the same school in Mussoorie was a New 

Zealand, Mr. P. And Mr. P obviously painted a lovely story about New Zealand, 

so my Father decided to come here. But instead of meeting us and our family 

and helping us, he wasn’t available. He basically didn’t turn up. It was a terrible 

setback for my Father and Mother. It was very traumatic time. My poor Mother 

was devastated, because she’d come to a strange country, they didn’t have a 

single friend… (Peter,
10 

in his early seventies, lives in Auckland). 

 

This family of parents and three young children came to New Zealand with the belief that 

they would have someone here to help them settle in, indicating that social networks were of 

significance to new Anglo-Indian settlers. As the literature indicates, social networks are 

generally of importance for migrants, hence the lack of expected social contacts was an 

enormous challenge for this young family.  

 

Where someone does not have family or friends already settled in their soon-to-be adopted 

country, the offer of confirmed employment might provide assurance, as the following quote 

exemplifies. The interviewee, talking about her mother and her aunt, told me how their future 

employment in New Zealand was arranged: 

 

Before they left India, someone from New Zealand had sent a package to a 

friend of theirs, wrapped in an Auckland newspaper which just happened to 

have an Ad for teachers at Auckland Diocesan School. Mum’s sister who came 

at the same time, taught secondary, and mum was primary, so they both applied 

for jobs. I asked mum ‘Did you send photos?’ (laughs). Well they did. Mum 

said ‘They were black and white photos, but you know…’ (laughs) They 

weren’t really hiding what they looked like. So they got the jobs even before 

they turned up. They were able to walk straight into work. They had no problem 

working there. My aunty stayed there for 20 years, and became head of 

department. They definitely looked Indian, and they spoke so nicely so they 

fitted straight in. So their qualifications must have been okay, and recognised. 

(Brenda, in her late forties, lives in Palmerston North). 

 

This is in comparison to others who have arrived within the last 20 years, especially through 

the points system, and whose qualifications and experience, even when recognised by New 

Zealand Qualifications Authority (NZQA), did not ensure they would obtain the jobs they 

wanted or were qualified for. 

 

Points System Policy 

Of the Anglo-Indians I met in New Zealand a large number arrived during the period when 

immigration was determined through a points system. Those I spoke to had applied for and 

arrived with a permanent residency visa. Jerome, for example, who arrived with his parents in 

1998, talked about his parents’ decision to come in the following terms: 

                                                           
10

 “Peter” is a pseudonym. In all cases where I draw on interview excerpts, I use pseudonyms to 

protect the privacy of the interviewees. 
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…they made all the points and stuff, so they could come here. So it worked out 

they didn't have to come on a work visa or anything like that, it was straight 

away, they had their residency. 

 

Then they would have the security of ...?
11

 

 

Yeah, because ... at the end of the day they were coming, and they were 

migrating here without anyone here. I mean they did have some friends, and 

some uncles that had come here, but it was like one or two, it wasn’t like the 

whole family was here. So they’re leaving everyone they knew, to come to this 

new country, in hope of opportunity... more ... benefits for the family, for the 

kids, for everything like that, so it's a big move to make. Especially not 

following the norm along with everyone going to Australia, they just decided to 

come to New Zealand, which is quite a big step I reckon. 

 

Why did they do that? 

 

I think it’s ... because one of the uncles that I mentioned that would have been 

here, so they would have said, ‘It’s such a nice place. You should bring the 

kids.’ And the thing is, I don’t think they came to have a look before, they just 

decided 'You know, we're going to New Zealand. Good luck!’ And it’s quite a 

big investment in those days to move. It's not like you can just say ‘No, I want a 

refund, I want to go back’ (both laugh). So it was a big decision, it took quite a 

lot of guts to do it. I mean, it was a good decision I reckon. (Jerome, in his early 

twenties, lives in Auckland). 

 

There is a strong sense in this excerpt of admiration for the courage of his parents in deciding 

to go against the trend, by coming to New Zealand rather than going with “everyone to 

Australia.” This indicates that Australia would have been the “easier” choice, socially, and 

was likely, at that time, to be an option also available to them.  

 

Bryce and Meryl came to New Zealand in 2001, also when the points system was in effect. 

As they explain, they had previously looked at the option of migrating to Australia.  

 

Then you decided to come to New Zealand. How, and why, for both of you? 

 

B: Yeah, there were a number of reasons actually. The boys were growing up. I 

think they’d reached the age of thirteen and eleven. We had make an attempt to 

try and migrate to Australia. Because Meryl’s sister was in Perth. So were in the 

family sponsorship category. We got the sponsorship forms, and I think if we’d 

sent the forms in when we received them, we would have migrated to Australia. 

But we didn’t go through those forms, or use them, ‘til about two or three years 

after she sent them to us. We did process the forms and send them through, but 

we missed out on a few points. 

 

Was it a points system in Australia at that time? 

 

                                                           
11

 Italics in these interview excerpts indicate my questions.  
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M: Yeah, at that time, this must have been around [19]87 or so. [19]87 or 

[19]88. And … so that [plan] went into cold storage. And then around about 

’99… 

 

The first time you were going to leave was before you had your family? Or when 

they were tiny? 

 

M: When I just conceived the first child, that’s the time we thought about it. 

Otherwise no. 

 

B: Because, when [our son] was … I think, when Meryl was expecting Chris. 

So there was something in the back of your mind that tells you ‘Okay … try and 

… move out of India. May be better in the long run. Especially for the kids.’ But 

that didn’t materialise, and then somewhere around ’99 New Zealand opened 

itself up to immigration. In the general category, not the skilled category. And 

we went through the system, and we found that we could make the points. So 

we did put in our papers. 

 

Further along in the interview they told me about a group of friends who worked in the same 

industry and had lived in the same city, who also came to New Zealand at around the same 

time, between 1999 and 2001. They now all live close to each other and socialise with this 

well-established and valued network of friends.  

 

Spousal Relationships 

Another interviewee, who arrived in Christchurch in the mid 1990s also came for relationship 

reasons, in her case, as the spouse of a New Zealander. I asked how that had progressed:  

 

He was working for an American oil company that was developing oil just north 

of Karachi, I think. So we met at work, we both worked at the same company, 

that’s how we met. And he lived there for about three years, and then we got 

married there and came to New Zealand. 

 

What made your decision to come to New Zealand? 

 

If I needed to carry on my relationship with him I had to come, there was no two 

ways. He made it very clear from the start, there was no way he was going to 

live there. And I knew that, as a Christian growing up in a Muslim country, it 

was actually getting harder and harder. And things were just going to pieces 

there. So I thought, ‘I love him, so why not make the…’ And it was hard, 

because it meant leaving everything that I was familiar with, my family, my job, 

just everything, and coming here. But we came here for a visit before we got 

married. So we got engaged, came here for a visit. I hated it. But I think that I 

was just being rebellious, because… I think it wasn’t that I didn’t like it, it was 

just I was trying to… It was just having to give up everything that I knew and 

was familiar with by coming here. It was all fine, because I’ve worked in 

airlines, I’ve travelled a lot myself, so it wasn’t my first trip out of Karachi or 

something alien to me, I was familiar with it. And also living as a Christian in 

Pakistan, you live the same lifestyle as a Kiwi does. 

 

People don’t understand that, do they? 
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No. We have our own culture, the Anglo-Indians have their own culture, 

which is very similar to New Zealand culture. The only thing that we share 

with the locals in Pakistan is probably the food. (Theresa, in her late 40s, lives 

in Christchurch). 

Her first experience of Australia occurred on her way to her permanent move to New 

Zealand: she said she was “given stiff, unfriendly treatment by Australian immigration,” 

which she thought was because she travelled on a Pakistani passport. When she arrived in 

Wellington to complete the trip, the immigration officer there said, “I wouldn’t tell anybody 

that you're Pakistani if I were you.” When she asked why, the reply was, “because right now 

your cricket team is beating the shit out of us at the Basin Reserve.” She said this was the 

most laid-back experience she had ever had entering a country. Now she says: 

 

I feel New Zealand’s my country now for sure. I’m really happy to be here. Like 

more than twenty years on I thank [my husband] every day for bringing me 

here. I’m really happy being here. People are really lovely, friendly.  

 

Another Anglo-Indian I spoke to went to Australia with his young family for a few years, 

having been transferred through his employment. He did not seem to have been tempted to 

stay and in fact he represented his time in Australia as having been primarily useful in 

helping him on his return to New Zealand: 

 

I went to Melbourne for four years and worked with a joint communications 

centre over there. … I made enough money to come back here and buy a house 

(laughs). (Doug, in his late seventies, has lived in the lower North Island for 

close to 50 years). 

 

Since 2010: Skilled Migrant and Student Visas 

I was introduced to Cheryl, a young academic working on her post-doctoral studies in 

Auckland. I had met her mother previously in India and she arranged for us to meet up. She 

had told me how happy her daughter was to be in New Zealand, where she and her husband 

had been since 2010. When I met Cheryl, I asked how she came to be in New Zealand. She 

explained: 

 

My husband was a pharmacist and he worked there [in the UK where he had 

trained] while we just thought about what we were going to do next. And we 

actually thought about going to Australia. New Zealand never really occurred to 

us. It wasn’t on the map (laughs). And somehow, just from doing a bit of 

research and looking at universities, we came across the University of Auckland 

and my husband found a position in the area he wanted to do research in. It just 

so happened— 

  

Pharmacology? 

 

Pharmaceutical studies. It just so happened there was some research going on 

which he was interested in. I mean, ‘Let’s just apply, New Zealand shouldn’t be 

too far from Australia’ (laughs). We don’t have any family here or anyone who 

could have motivated us to come really. 
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What did you know about New Zealand when you came? 

 

Not a lot to tell you the truth. We knew it was beautiful; we saw all these 

pictures and both of us are really outdoorsy, love nature… As soon as we read 

about it and looked at pictures we really loved it; we thought ‘This will be a nice 

place.’ Other than that, not a lot really, to tell you the truth (laughs). We just 

figured it would be similar to Australia. I guess that’s what everyone thinks.  

 

I think, let’s just say, after living here you find it hard to live anywhere else. 

Until you come here, you don’t realise that. (Cheryl, who had just turned thirty 

at the time of the interview, lives in Auckland) 

 

For Cheryl and her husband, Australia featured strongly in the decision, along with other 

factors such as the research position and New Zealand being a good place for people who 

enjoyed outdoor activities. It was a knowledge of what to expect and a confidence about 

being able to fit in that had made Australia a place to think about going to. This applied to 

New Zealand by default, as it was thought to be “similar to Australia.” At the time Cheryl 

arrived, the points system had been replaced by the Skilled Migrant requirement, which both 

she and her husband fitted.  

 

Dorothy came to New Zealand in 2013 on a student visa, as many young Indians do. The 

problem they face, however, is finding permanent fulltime employment after completing their 

degree in an area that matches their New Zealand qualifications. In order to obtain residency, 

this has to be achieved within a year of completing their studies. Without such employment 

they are unable to stay in New Zealand. As part of the project, I met up with Anglo-Indians in 

Kolkata who had lived in New Zealand for several years and then were very disappointed to 

have to return to India a year after their studies were completed. I asked Dorothy about her 

motivations to study in New Zealand: 

 

I don’t know; I think when I was living in Bangalore I wasn’t quite happy. And 

there wasn’t much in the way of Anglo-Indian communities over there that I 

could connect to. Also because my sister lives in New Zealand. I wanted a better 

lifestyle. I wanted to get out of it. I would never marry an Indian, even if I found 

an Anglo-Indian he would be half Indian, and I didn’t want that. I wanted 

someone who I could relate with. Probably because my parents were quite 

Western in their thinking… So I just left. My brother-in-law’s a Kiwi and he 

helped me to get here. He paid for my education in New Zealand— 

a one-year web design course. And then I finished that and then I started 

working full time. 

 

Dorothy is one of the fortunate ones who were able to convert their student visa into a work 

visa. At the time I interviewed her, she expected to obtain permanent residence in the near 

future. 

 

The Influence of Books, Film, and Cricket 

The next excerpt is from someone whose decision to come to New Zealand was relayed to me 

as being the result of a set of different influences altogether:  

 

I read this book in the library; it was a Barbara Cartland book, and most of her 

books were based in England at that time. And this one in particular had 
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something about New Zealand. And something just clicked, because I think it 

mentioned the Land of the Long White Cloud. And for some reason that phrase 

just stuck in my head. I thought, ‘Well, you know what, I’m going to live there 

one day.’ After that, of course we’re Indians, we love cricket. I never supported 

the Indian cricket, in saying that (laughs). Neither did most of my family, apart 

from my sister who’s a diehard Indian supporter. I liked the New Zealand 

cricket team. And there was this particular bloke called Nathan Astle. He lives 

in Christchurch. So, well, my fate was sealed.  

 

And the thing is, we don’t always have the money to fly anywhere. And it 

would be so nice to … because I know heaps of Anglo-Indians in Australia. Oh 

God, I’ve got half of family there. But, it would be brilliant to have something 

over here, New Zealand. (Corinne, in her mid-thirties, is living in Christchurch) 

 

As well as her stated motivations to come to New Zealand, the strength of the pull of social 

networks in Australia is clear. She knew she would have Anglo-Indian company in Australia. 

She was one of very few Anglo-Indians I interviewed about whom I wondered whether they 

would go to Australia eventually. She now has New Zealand residency after having come on 

a work skills visa, so this move would be feasible. She did not mention it as an option, 

however. I heard about the idea of New Zealand being a stepping stone to Australia from 

interviewees in India. 

 

Views from India in 2016 

In March 2016, as part of this project, I travelled to Kolkata
12

 and interviewed Anglo-Indians. 

I explained to those I interviewed that I was there to try to understand how they, as Anglo-

Indians, felt about migration and what they knew of New Zealand and other potential 

destinations. I knew some of the interviewees well, including Darren, whom I begin this 

section with, asking for his views on Anglo-Indian destination preferences. I do not believe 

that my own New Zealand origins affected his responses as we had talked about these issues 

at other times and his interview was consistent with earlier expressed views. 

 

Of the top five destination countries where our Anglo-Indians would love to 

immigrate, and go off to, New Zealand would definitely be number two or three 

on that list. The reason is it’s a wonderful place to live in, there’s high security 

there, better workplace, better lifestyle. When I say this, I say this on two fronts. 

One is in comparison to India, or Calcutta specifically, the city I live in. And in 

comparison also to the other countries where Anglo-Indians have started going, 

or have been immigrating to for the last several decades. So yes, definitely, New 

Zealand would be one of those top countries. 

 

What’s number one? 

 

I think number one has always been, and probably for the next couple of years 

will still remain, Australia. There’s a huge number of Anglo-Indians there. And 

so it’s very simple, when an Anglo-Indian wants to migrate, the Anglo-Indian 

                                                           
12

 I selected Kolkata in which to carry out interviews with Indian-resident Anglo-Indians for several 

reasons: first, I have links with Calcutta University through earlier projects, and second, my contacts 

within Kolkata’s Anglo-Indian community made this location a feasible choice for a short (month-

long) research visit.  
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first looks within his or her home to see who else has gone to which other 

country. So then there’s a link established, it becomes easier to go. And you 

have a familiar face there, in a foreign nation. Because at the end of the day 

you’re leaving behind family or leaving behind your settled life here to voyage 

onto something new. So even a single familiar face gives you a sense of relief. 

So yes, Australia would remain number one. And is number one. 

 

Somebody mentioned that some Anglo-Indians might go to New Zealand to get 

into Australia? 

 

Well, it could be, yes and no. I’ll explain it this way. So if somebody wants to 

go to the US finally, they’d probably go through Canada. 

 

That works that way too? 

 

Once you’re a Canadian citizen, it’s easier for you to get into the US. So they 

feel that if they go to New Zealand, it would be easier for them to go across to 

Australia. 

 

This idea of ease of access to New Zealand, followed by a move to Australia, was also 

evident in the quotes I opened the article with. I shall now go back to this Kolkata-based 

Anglo-Indian, who knew of and had been involved in a number of Anglo-Indian migrations 

to different countries. He was definitely of the opinion that New Zealand could, and had 

been, used as a way to get to Australia. He also had a good understanding of the immigration 

laws and history of Anglo-Indians in both countries:  

 

Now, getting back to New Zealand: Now Australia had a ‘White’ policy, 

immigration, like most of the countries, and they opened up in late fifties or 

early sixties. And then people started going to Australia. Now, New Zealand 

was also there. I wouldn’t know what the policy was though. I know that New 

Zealand took a lot of people from Polynesia. I don’t know how that really 

worked out. But then New Zealand also opened up, a little later that Australia. 

And now the Anglo-Indian was becoming frustrated, because the seventies and 

eighties, there was an exodus [from India] of Anglo-Indians going to Australia. 

But now there came a time when the Australian Government tightened up their 

rules and regulations. Now, the Anglo-Indians were looking at other places, and 

they were looking at New Zealand. Basically, you may ask me this question, 

‘How come the Anglo-Indians didn’t look at New Zealand in a more favourable 

way earlier?’ A valid question. But I would say, this is my knowledge, I felt that 

New Zealand was more about farming. 

 

So ‘Why not New Zealand?’ right? But now as we went on later, and when 

immigration started becoming difficult for Australia, then people were coming 

to me and saying, ‘Look, how about New Zealand?’ And then New Zealand did 

open up their immigration. And believe it or not, in the ‘90s they came up with 

this (it was not a rule, but a way of going to Australia): you applied for 

permanent settlement… 

 

In Australia? 
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For New Zealand. So you could apply for New Zealand. They didn’t give you a 

permanent visa immediately, they would give you a visa for two years. So you 

went there, got a job, and if it became a permanent offer from the company they 

joined, they used to go to the immigration department and say, ‘Look, I have 

now a permanent job.’ So their temporary visa, would be converted into a 

permanent visa. 

 

Some of the Anglo-Indian families that couldn’t get to Australia, now looked at 

New Zealand. Selfishly, because after two years, at that point of time, if you 

lived in New Zealand, after two years, or maybe three years, I’m not sure, you 

could go into Australia. So a lot of families did that.  

 

But again, after two years when I contacted [one Anglo-Indian who had gone to 

New Zealand] I asked him ‘So, when are you going to Australia?’ he said, ‘No 

way, I’m so happy in New Zealand.’ So, as I said, the proof is in the pudding 

about going there. So a lot of families that I’ve seen, there’s the [named] family 

who have gone there too, they are very happy today. But a lot of families were 

looking at it to go there, and some of them did go to Australia. They did go. 

 

The last two interview excerpts are also from Kolkata; both focus directly on New Zealand 

versus Australia as a migration destination option.   

 

If you were given the option to go to New Zealand tomorrow, how would you 

react? Would you go? 

 

If they clear me I’d pack up and leave tomorrow (all laugh). 

 

Let me put another question to you. I know you have a son in New Zealand, but 

if you had the opportunity of going to Australia, and you had to pick between 

Australia and New Zealand. I know you have a son there, but you’ve been to 

Australia, and you’ve been to New Zealand, what would be your …? (This 

question was posed by a visitor at the interviewee’s home.) 

 

Well, there’s a good question there, but at my age just now… Employment 

opportunities in Australia are excellent, there’s no doubt about that. Whereas in 

New Zealand it’s not so. But if I’m just going there to retire, then I’d not need to 

work or do anything, then fine. So then New Zealand. Yeah. 

 

Another young man in Kolkata had this to add: 

 

So when we talk about Australia and New Zealand, we know them both, 

through business and cricket. 

 

From business, in what respect? 

 

Business in the perspective of the movies made out here. Most of the movies 

made out here, they would look for a shot in New Zealand. Any outdoor shoots 

would be in New Zealand, not in much of Australia. 
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But to move, it wouldn’t just be an easy thing, like ‘I’m moving to New Zealand 

and things are going to be merry.’ There will be the struggles, that would be 

inevitable. Other things, other factors, like making new friends. Of course the 

only person we know from New Zealand is you. We would need to make new 

friends, because when you migrate, you migrate with all those thoughts and 

expectations as well. It’s not that you can migrate with all of them, like ‘Okay, 

this is my batch, we get an open air bus, and we all move together to New 

Zealand.’ Those things don’t happen. When you take migration, you move as a 

singular. You do not move as group. 

 

If you were considering migrating, where would you…? 

 

New Zealand would definitely be top of the list. New Zealand would definitely 

top the list, for me. Because it wouldn’t be Australia, because I think of 

Australia mostly as a desert. 

 

Plus there’s trouble in Australia, there’s trouble in UK, there’s trouble in US, 

but there’s never been trouble in New Zealand. It’s calm. It’s as calm as it looks. 

And it’s as peaceful as it looks. So New Zealand would definitely top my list. In 

considering if there’s any place out of India that I would need to settle down, it 

would be New Zealand. 

 

Also, I knew New Zealand as a kid. I came from a school where New 

Zealanders supported people. Dr Graham’s homes has a New Zealand 

committee wherein people from New Zealand are doing their bit of charity to 

uplift people in India. So we knew about New Zealand that way.   

 

Over the course of my research I met descendants of some of the earliest Anglo-Indian 

migrants to New Zealand, those who came from Dr Graham’s Homes. Jane McCabe’s thesis, 

entitled “Kalimpong Kids: The Lives and Labours of Anglo-Indian Adolescents Resettled in 

New Zealand between 1908 and 1938,” as well as her book Race, Tea and Colonial 

Resettlement (2017) focus on those 130 migrants, young men and women, who arrived 

between 1908 and 1938. Dr Graham was able to make special arrangements for these youths 

of ‘mixed’ ancestry to settle into households and employment through sponsors.
13 

A legacy of 

this is that current children of ‘the Homes’ are aware of New Zealand as a possible 

destination for Anglo-Indians.  

 

Concluding Discussion 

Anglo-Indians who have migrated to New Zealand do so for a range, and often a 

combination, of reasons: from social networks already in New Zealand, to employment or to 

study, or because they knew of New Zealand and imagined a better life there for themselves 

and their children. These motivations are comparable with the experience of migrants in other 

parts of the world, too, and fit into models of factors involved in destination selection, such as 

being economically advantageous, culturally similar, or to join family and other social 

networks. The motivation of gaining permanent residency in Australia via New Zealand 

residency was not a factor that I came across in interviews with New Zealand resident Anglo-

Indians. It was a view still held by Anglo-Indians in India however. Given the history of 

                                                           
13

 In Race, Tea and Colonial Resettlement, McCabe documents the lengths Graham went to in order to 

gain entry for the Homes graduates.  
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opening up and closing off immigration policies in both countries, it seems that the imagined 

ease of using New Zealand as a pathway to get to where they really wanted to be, that is 

Australia, is and has been something of an urban myth.
14  

 

Two factors which may have influenced the development of this perception are: firstly, for a 

number of decades in the early 20
th

 century it was possible in New Zealand to seek migration 

permission at the immigration minister’s discretion; secondly, it is the case that an Anglo-

Indian with New Zealand residency is able to gain automatic permanent residence in 

Australia. The reverse is also true, but that is not referred to, perhaps due to Australia being 

the long-term preferred destination.
15 

 

 

In conclusion, the evidence from a number of perspectives has brought forth a nuanced and 

contextualised understanding of a complex reality. When reflecting on the history of the 

migration policies in the neighbouring countries and the stories I was told by New Zealand 

resident Anglo-Indians about why they migrated to New Zealand, it may be that the stepping 

stone to Australia notion was for some an initial impulse. For the majority, however, settling 

in New Zealand was a considered first choice based on the destination being perceived as 

safe, friendly, geographically beautiful, culturally familiar and politically stable. 
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